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ON THE COVER: The new Edward J. and Helen Jane Morrison
Performing Arts Center welcomes friends old and new for moving
experiences and meaningful exchanges. In short, it represents the
totality of our mission. Keep reading for more on this inspired
upgrade to a beloved campus landmark.
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that reflect the value and success of the liberal arts
education model, enabling our audience to act as
proud advocates of the institution they know and love.

Pictured: Katie DeCabooter, Dan DeCabooter,
Dave Peterson, Graham Peterson, Deb Wiesner
Peterson ’76, and Dave Peterson ’75.

Work by renowned
French painter Léon
Barillot is now displayed
in Behmler Hall,
thanks to Dave ’75
and Deborah Wiesner
Peterson ’76. Just
one more way friends
like you make ours a
beautiful, smart campus.

Nod to the past,
In September donors and friends gathered to celebrate the
A model for living and learning campaign and to dedicate the
new Edward J. and Helen Jane Morrison Performing Arts Center.
Guests honored all that UMN Morris has been and will be.
Attendees also toasted longtime friend of the University Helen
Jane Morrison, whose gift to establish the Morrison Performing
Arts Center made the event possible. To learn more, turn to
page 10!
At the dedication Helen Jane
greeted guests...

...posed with Chancellor Michelle Behr
and Chancellor Emeritus Jacqueline R.
Johnson, and...

...took time for family (grandson Jim, Helen
Jane, son Jim, and daughter-in-law Liz ’75).

Right: Campus mascot Pounce escorts
Helen Jane from the Campaign
Celebration to the dedication of the
Edward J. and Helen Jane Morrison
Performing Arts Center.

The event brought together friends who
hadn’t seen each other in some time...

...gave the students of the Concert Choir the
opportunity to show off just a little...

look to the future.
Our vision of UMN Morris as a model for living and learning
drives us to leverage where we are and what we are to find
local solutions to global challenges. Making our home in the
heart of the prairie, we are driven by our public liberal arts
mission. Here discourse, discovery, intellectual growth, and
civic responsibility are institutional hallmarks. Surrounded
by rich natural resources, we draw on Minnesota values
like resourcefulness and determination to solve pressing
environmental and economic problems in the region

...and set the stage for a fantastic
Homecoming weekend!

and beyond—all while delivering outstanding learning
experiences. UMN Morris offers diverse and talented
students opportunities to work directly with faculty, staff,
and community members to apply what they learn in the
classroom toward making greater Minnesota a more vibrant,
resilient place.

Left: Gunnar Molstad ’19, Edna Murphy
Morrison Scholarship recipient, performs
the “UMM Hymn,” composed by founding
faculty member Ralph Williams, at the
Campaign Celebration.

giving news

A RE-MODEL FOR LIVING AND LEARNING
Alumna and Associate Professor of Computer Science Kristin Kaster Lamberty ’00 reflects on how private giving transforms
computer science labs and supports student learning. Lamberty knows better than most—she’s taught and learned in past
and present iterations of the space.
Thanks in part to private giving, the renovation of the computer
In the teaching lab the workstations are set up like pods at
science lab is a major leap in the continuing metamorphosis of the
the moment. There is a lot of room to move around. With the
learning spaces for students studying computer science. As a faculty
new arrangement, it’s much simpler to find a way to seat multiple
member and alumna, I’m excited about changes that will support
team members near the workstations to work together. It’s also
pretty easy to work near other
collaborative learning, since so much of our
members of your team and check in
program includes opportunities to work as
as needed.
part of a team.
“On behalf of our students and
In the development lab we
The previous incarnation of the lab was
faculty, I am very grateful to
now have a variety of different
a big improvement over the space under the
spaces with different activities or
Science Auditorium. The space under the
all who helped us create an
work styles in mind. One setup I’m
auditorium was lovingly referred to as “the
especially excited about is a space
dungeon.” It was a space that previously had
environment that is conducive to
that will eventually include a large
been several closets, each of which had its
learning, teaching, and research
monitor with multiple seats around
own door and light switch. The dungeon
a horseshoe-like space. Along one of
would flood almost annually when the
for our students and faculty.”
the walls are two different heights of
auditorium floor was thoroughly cleaned
standing desks (and stools). I think
in the summer. There were no windows,
—Peh Ng, chair, Division of
students appreciate having a variety
but many doors leading to hallways. It was
Science and Mathematics
of options. Since there are not
somewhat like a dungeon.
assigned workstations, students can
So when I came back to UMN Morris
choose between standing or sitting. There is a space for relaxing or
in 2005 to teach, I was pretty surprised to hear students refer
holding a more casual meeting as well, with comfortable chairs and
to the new space as “the dungeon”; it was a glorious castle in
a coffee table.
comparison: two large labs and a lounge in between!? As lovely
The sense of community within the computer science
as that lab felt to me in 2005, it was already aging rapidly. The
space was designed with a certain kind of workstation in mind:
discipline at UMN Morris has long been a strength. With the
one CRT monitor per computer. It was not great for working
combination of the newly renovated development and teaching labs
collaboratively, and navigating the space was challenging, since
and the recently renovated Lopez Room lounge space in between,
each row of computers was set up as a peninsula.
our students really have great spaces for living and learning at
The flexibility of the newly remodeled spaces allows for a
UMN Morris.
variety of collaborations more easily than the older space did.
The renovation of the CSci labs was made possible through partial support
Many of the tables and all of the chairs are easily reconfigurable.
from the science and math division and private giving to the UMM Science &
This allows us to adapt to changing technologies and types of
Math Fund.
collaboration that may be best in the future.

GIVING TO MORRIS
In partnership with the University of Minnesota
Foundation, gifts designated to Morris are received
by and invested in the Morris campus. The
Foundation serves as the legal, charitable entity
for the University system. For more information on
giving to Morris, contact:
Susan Schmidgall, director of advancement
320-589-6160 | sschmidg@morris.umn.edu
Bill Robb, senior development officer
320-589-6387 | billrobb@morris.umn.edu
Technology changes quickly, and private giving helps us ensure
that our spaces serve current students’ needs. Above: students
find it easier to collaborate in the refurbished space.
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Erin Christensen, development officer
320-589-6067 | erinc@morris.umn.edu
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FALL BY THE NUMBERS
A quick look at the last semester

CLASSES
RESUMED:

8/29/18

FIRST
GENERATION
COLLEGE
STUDENTS:

42%

STUDENTS REPRESENT
79 Minnesota counties
32 states
24 countries
65 Native American tribes and
Alaska Native tribes and villages

STUDENT/
FACULTY
RATIO:

AVERAGE
CLASS
SIZE:

NEW
MINORS
PROPOSED:

13/1

16.6

3

}

DATA
SCIENCES
JAZZ
STUDIES
SUSTAINABILITY
LEADERSHIP

COUNTLESS OPPORTUNITIES TO MAKE THE WORLD BETTER
(FEATURING A FEW EXAMPLES)

ACCOLADES
Association for the Advancement of
Sustainability in Higher Education:
Sustainability Tracking, Assessment &
Rating System (AASHE STARS)
Gold Star rating
Fiske Guide to Colleges 2019
“Best and most interesting” colleges
and universities in the US, Canada,
and UK
Forbes
One of “America’s Top Colleges”
(#298)
Kiplinger
300 Best College Values of 2018
(#79)
MONEY
Best Colleges for 2018–19 (#420)

FALL DAY
OF SERVICE

HELPING THE
HUMANE SOCIETY
CLEAN SUPPLIES

9/11 MEMORIAL

CREATING A MEMORIAL
THAT BROUGHT
TOGETHER A VARIETY
OF STUDENT GROUPS

BOWL-A-THON

THROWING BOWLS
FOR THE BREAD ’N
BOWLS FUNDRAISING
COMMUNITY MEAL

WE ASKED, YOU ANSWERED
Results from the Profile readers’ survey, fall 2018

Thank you to everyone who answered the Profile readership survey that
was included in our
summer/fall issue.
agree that Profile strengthens
Here’s what you told us:

MOST POPULAR
TOPICS:

• CAMPUS LIFE

The Princeton Review Guide to
375 Green Colleges
One of the world’s most
environmentally responsible colleges

79.1%

your connection to campus

Sierra Magazine “Cool Schools”
for 2018
Ranked #1 in the state and
#33 in the nation

81.8%

read most or all
of the magazine

U.S. News and World Report 2019
“Top Public Liberal Arts College” list
(#7)

• CLASS NOTES
• ALUMNI LIFE

National Association of College
and University Business Officers
(NACUBO)
One of three inaugural Excellence in
Sustainability Awards

70.5% read every issue

We’ll take what you shared to keep making a magazine you all can enjoy and
be proud of. If you have more to say, visit z.umn.edu/profilesurvey today!
Winter/Spring 2019 Profile

Wall Street Journal / Times Higher
Education College
Highest marks for Environment
Winds of Change
Top 200 Colleges for
American Indians
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campus news

HERRMANN ’01 NAMED VICE
CHANCELLOR FOR FINANCE
AND FACILITIES
Bryan Herrmann ’01
was appointed vice
chancellor for finance and
facilities at UMN Morris.
Herrmann, a UMN Morris
alumnus with an MBA from
UMN Duluth, has served in
the interim role since 2015.
The vice chancellor for finance and facilities is the
chief financial and business officer for UMN Morris
and serves as a senior member of the campus leadership
team, providing direction and vision in the areas of
financial and operational oversight and planning.
“I look forward to Bryan’s leadership in support
of our mission as we continue to build capacity for
UMN Morris’s future successes,” says Chancellor
Michelle Behr.
Herrmann has extensive experience in strategic
planning and financial-aid leveraging as well as
results-oriented leadership, primarily as it relates to
student enrollment.
Under Herrmann’s leadership, the campus
community has continued to develop a diverse
renewable energy platform as part of its plan to
achieve carbon neutrality. Herrmann recently
accepted one of the National Association of College
and University Business Officers’ first Excellence in
Sustainability Awards on behalf of the campus.

MELISSA D’ALOIA NAMED
COMMUNICATIONS AND
MARKETING DIRECTOR
Melissa D’Aloia joined
the University of Minnesota
Morris as communications
and marketing director this
fall. D’Aloia brings to UMN
Morris 15 years’ experience
as a communications and
marketing executive along with a deep appreciation
for the value of education.
D’Aloia has served in various marketing and
communication roles throughout her career,
including as a business owner, senior marketing
project manager, and marketing/brand consultant.
Her work is marked by its data-informed approach
to storytelling.
D’Aloia was well versed in Minnesota’s higher
education landscape as a student. She is a graduate
of the University of Minnesota Duluth with a
bachelor of business administration. She also holds
a master of business administration from St.
Catherine University.
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President-Designate Gabel made stops at each of the five UMN campuses
during the interview process. She met with UMN Morris students, faculty,
staff, alumni, and friends on December 11.

JOAN T.A. GABEL APPOINTED
17TH UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
PRESIDENT
The UMN Board of Regents appointed Joan T.A. Gabel, vice president
for academic affairs and provost at the University of South Carolina, as the
University’s 17th President. President-Designate Gabel will be the first woman
in the University’s history to hold its highest office.
Gabel has served as the executive vice president for academic affairs and
provost at the University of South Carolina since 2015. Previously, she served
as dean of the University of Missouri’s Trulaske College of Business for five
years. Gabel prior served as the DeSantis Professor and chair of the Department
of Risk Management/Insurance, Real Estate & Legal Studies at Florida State
University’s College of Business. She was also director of international relations
for the College of Business, and served on the faculty of the Robinson College
of Business at Georgia State University for 11 years. While there, Gabel was
interim director of the Institute of International Business and faculty director
of the Atlanta Compliance and Ethics Roundtable. She has also served as
editor-in-chief of the American Business Law Journal.
Raised in Atlanta, Gabel earned her bachelor’s degree in philosophy from
Haverford College in Pennsylvania and her Juris Doctor from the University of
Georgia. She and her husband, Gary, have three children: a daughter who lives
and works in Seattle, a son who is a college junior, and a son who is a highschool junior.
UMN President Eric Kaler will remain in office until June 30 before the
presidency is officially transitioned to Gabel on July 1.
University of Minnesota Morris

campus news

CAMPUS ENDORSES
STRATEGIC VISION
This fall the Campus Assembly endorsed a new strategic vision for
UMN Morris. Developing through an inclusive and holistic 18-month
process led by Chancellor Michelle Behr, the vision and accompanying
aspirational statements will guide the campus for the next 10 years.
VISION
Where we’re going
The University of Minnesota Morris will be a national leader in collaborative
and innovative 21st-century liberal arts education.
Grounded in our sense of history and place and our commitments to access
and sustainability, we will integrate scholarly and creative work, communitybuilding, and outreach into our rigorous academic programs.
Our diverse community will inspire and equip students to connect their
passions to meaningful futures.
ASPIRATIONAL STATEMENTS
How we’ll get there
1. Honor our liberal arts tradition by preparing students to create and
discover solutions to complex problems of the 21st century, through
inquiry, community-engaged learning, and rigorous experiential projects
across the curriculum, including integrated first-year and capstone
experiences.
2. Strengthen our commitment to scholarship by supporting faculty, staff,
and students in research and creative activities.
3. Develop integrated strategies to build and maintain an optimal and
sustainable student body size while also recruiting and retaining high
quality faculty and staff.
4. Ensure that UMN Morris is a leader in environmental, social, and
economic sustainability.
5. Acknowledge the first peoples of this land and this land’s history as a
boarding school through curriculum, programming, and partnerships
with Native students and communities, as well as through visual markers
on campus.
6. Create a democratic community committed to open communication
where students, faculty, staff, and local community members from all
backgrounds are empowered to contribute to the decisions, infrastructure,
and liberal arts education on UMN Morris’s campus.
7. Provide full accessibility to all of UMN Morris’s teaching, living, service,
and learning spaces and technologies to create an inviting and usable
environment for everyone on our campus.
8. Amplify UMN Morris’s place as a center for education engaged with the
region, state, nation, and world, and solidify its role within the University
of Minnesota system so that it can strengthen and be strengthened by the
system campuses.
Winter/Spring 2019 Profile

UMN MORRIS OFFERS NEW
INDIGENOUS EDUCATION
COURSE
Associate Professor of English and Native
American and Indigenous Studies (NAIS) Becca
Gercken and Assistant Professor of History and
NAIS Kevin Whalen ’08 are teaching a new course
on indigenous education. Called “Field School”
because of its hands-on approach, the summer
course asked students to help build a better
understanding of boarding school history. The
two-week course offered UMN Morris and Council
of Public Liberal Arts Colleges (COPLAC)participating students chances not only to travel to
tribal colleges, but also to learn about residential
schools and their continuing legacy—all on the
former site of an American Indian boarding
school. With the support of COPLAC and the
Teagle Foundation, Gercken and Whalen will
continue to offer the class, allowing future students
to build on work done this summer. This activity was
made possible by a COPLAC Teagle Foundation Grant for Hybrid
Course Sharing in American Indian Studies.

COUGAR VOLLEYBALL MAKES
CAMPUS HISTORY
The Cougar volleyball team made history this
season by claiming its first Upper Midwest Athletic
Conference tournament championship and the
program’s first NCAA Tournament berth. This
was an especially historic night for the Cougars:
in addition to the UMAC crown, the Cougars
won their first victory over Northwestern since
2013, and Layne Herrmann ’20 became the team’s
all-time leader in assists. From there the Cougars
headed to the NCAA DIII Tournament, where
they defeated Gustavus Adolphus in straight sets
in the first round. The Cougars’ unprecedented
postseason run ultimately took them to the second
round of the tournament. Their success built on a
big 2017 season, one of the most successful seasons
in program history. This year was Head Coach Joe
Sussenguth’s first at the helm of Cougar Volleyball.
For the latest campus news, visit
news.morris.umn.edu
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MORRIS
HOMECO

MING

2018
There’s nothing quite like a UMN Morris Homecoming:
your alma mater bathed in golden September sunlight, the
company of your friends and former classmates, and your
team bringing home a big win—just for you!
You won’t want to miss it in 2019: September 20–22!

MORRIS

HOMECO

MING

2018
Joey Patterson ’04 and Shannon Fahey ’02
return each year to celebrate Homecoming.

Students and guests enjoy the opportunity to pose with Pounce during the tailgating event
before the football game.

The crowd packs into Big Cat Stadium for the football game. Shown above are Annika Johnson, Paige Dahlberg, Nicole Newham, Tia Armstrong,
and Brooke Hogan.

Jim Winter ’68 signs the graduates’ wall
in the Science building.

The Cougars record a win at Big Cat Stadium!

Former student government reps James
Holmes ’68 and Gary McGrath ’68 celebrate
the Class of 1968 50th reunion.

NEW LIGHTING

LARGE-SCREEN
DISPLAY

CHARGING
STATIONS

LOUNGE SEATING

GLASS FLOOR

Photos: Jim Kruger,
Kruger-images

DESIGNED
TO PERFORM:
STEP INSIDE THE NEW EDWARD J.
AND HELEN JANE MORRISON
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

COLORFUL LED
ACCENT LIGHTING

LARGE-SCREEN
DISPLAY

PORTABLE
TICKET KIOSK

Theatre-goers, music-lovers, and inquiring minds
have a new space in which to explore their passions at
the University of Minnesota Morris. The campus’s largest
gathering space, Edson Auditorium, was given new life this
fall, thanks to the generosity of donors and friends. And
that’s just the beginning.
Edson now sits at the heart of the Edward J. and
Helen Jane Morrison Performing Arts Center. The new
performing arts center welcomes members of the
community in thoughtful dialogue and exchange, serving
as a testament to the leadership and vision of the family for
whom it is named.
Longtime friend of the University Helen Jane Morrison
has been dedicated to the success of the Morris campus
since she and her husband, the late Edward J. Morrison,
helped lead the community effort to establish it. For more
than 50 years the Morrison family has believed in and
supported this place.

FEATURES:
GRAND FOYER
Welcoming and gracious aesthetic
Glass floor extends usable space
Portable ticket kiosk
Large-screen displays
Comfortable lounge seating

NEW HOUSE
LIGHTING

OPEN SOUND AND
LIGHT BOOTH

NEW SEATING

REMOVABLE
ROWS

NEW STAGE
FLOOR

The Morrisons have contributed to numerous campus
causes, from student scholarships to the Regional Fitness
Center to the establishment of the Edward J. and Helen
Jane Morrison Gallery in Humanities Fine Arts. This year
they gave new life to a beloved campus landmark with a
gift to create the Morrison Performing Arts Center.
But the Morrisons did more than just create a new
performance venue: they strengthened every piece of the
campus mission. Because the Morrison Performing Arts
Center not only supports teaching and learning, but also
engages the community in liberal arts programming.
“The Morrison Performing Arts Center is more than
just a performance space,” says Chancellor Michelle Behr.
“It enables broad participation in meaningful exchanges
and provides a venue for high-quality arts events. It is
essential to our role as a regional center for education,
culture, and research.”
The new performing arts center features upgrades to
enhance the experiences of audiences and actors alike.
New technology and infrastructure means previously
unimagined performance possibilities, and an improved
look and gracious feel welcome audiences like never
before. Won’t you join us?

FEATURES:
EDSON AUDITORIUM
Seating capacity of 500
Removable rows for concert settings
LED side lighting in the auditorium
New house lighting
Open light and sound booth
New sprung wood stage floor

“BRINGING THE WORLD TO MORRIS”
written by Liz Morrison ’75 for the Morrison Performing Arts Center Dedication

THE HEART OF CAMPUS
From the Performing Arts Series to
campus meetings, from famous speakers

I’ve never been to the Far East. But I’ve
heard the demon drummers of Japan and the
mystical singers of Tibet. I’ve watched Peking
acrobats fly through the air. I’ve seen life-sized
puppets performing Japanese folk tales.
I’ve never been to Africa. But I’ve
experienced the exhilarating step dance of
South Africa and the tribal dances of Kenya.
I’ve been captivated by Angolan capoeira
and the soaring harmonies of Ladysmith
Black Mombazo.
I live in the 21st century. But I’ve been transported to the Middle Ages and the
Renaissance, ancient Finland and classical Greece. In the fiery world of Latin tango
and flamenco. In the irresistible rhythms of African soukous and Cuban Son.
I’ve traversed time and geography and culture—right here, from my seat in Edson
Auditorium—thanks to music, theatre, and dance. You know all those clichés about
the performing arts? Well, they happen to be true! The arts entertain, they teach,
they inspire.
But most of all, they show us the world.
For nearly 60 years, performing artists from around the globe have brought our
vast and diverse world to this stage, here in Edson Hall.
Hi. My name is Liz Morrison. It is my honor to speak today on behalf of our
generous benefactors: my mother-in-law, Helen Jane Morrison, who just celebrated her
97th birthday, and her late husband, Edward J. Morrison. Their generous gift has made
possible this beautiful renovation of Edson Hall—this first since it was built in 1959.
As many of you know, in the 1950s, Helen Jane and Ed helped lead a regionwide
effort to establish a four-year college here in Morris, on the campus of the West
Central School of Agriculture.
After years of intensive work, that effort succeeded. It’s a story that’s been told a
lot, but what is sometimes forgotten is how hard supporters then had to work to keep
UMM open. The new college faced fierce political assault by advocates for a University
of Minnesota campus in southwestern Minnesota, and UMM’s fate was not really settled
for several years.
One thing that helped strengthen community support for the fledgling college was
a series of performing arts events, which began in September 1960 in this brand new
space. Helen Jane helped organize and raise funds for the series, which was then called
The University of Minnesota Artists Course.
That first year, the Artists Course included the famed Vienna Boys Choir,
Minnesota’s Doc Evans and the Dixieland Five, and Bennett Cerf, founder of Random
House Books and a humorist and frequent guest on the popular television game show
What’s My Line? A season ticket for six concerts sold for $7.50. Tickets for the first season
went on sale September 14, and nine days later, all 530 seats in Edson Hall had been
sold—evidence of the hunger for live music and theatre.
Since then, UMM’s Performing Arts Series has brought a steady stream of
distinguished artists to Edson Hall, enriching the life of both the campus and the
greater community.
Now, the Morrisons’ wonderful gift ensures that this fine performance space will
serve for another 60 years and beyond, bringing high-quality art from around the
nation and around the world to our little town on the prairie.

to the inauguration of chancellors, Edson
Auditorium has always hosted events
that reach the heart of campus life.
The renovation makes the venue more
welcoming for students, friends, and guests.

The flyer advertising the Artists’ Course for
1967–68 shows a range of performances.
A student season ticket set you back a
whole four dollars.

An undated image from the UMN Morris
Archives shows John Imholte addressing
students in Edson Auditorium.

Cloud Cult performs in Edson in 2012.

MAPPING TOMORROW
architecture of the past houses the voices
of the future. Here historic buildings support
teaching, learning, research, and outreach
aimed at building a brighter tomorrow. Here
is a model for beautiful, smart spaces.

Home first to an American Indian Boarding
School, then the West Central School of
Agriculture, and now a public liberal arts
college, the University of Minnesota Morris
has a unique and important history. Here the
STUDENT CENTER
(EDSON HALL)
Thanks to the
generosity of friends
like Helen Jane Morrison and others, we’ve
been able to breathe new life into a beloved
campus landmark and create the Edward J.
and Helen Jane Morrison Performing Arts
Center. The Morrison Performing Arts Center
brings together the campus and regional
community for meaningful exchanges and
more (page 10).

BLAKELY HALL
(SENIOR HALL)
Thanks to funding from the
Minnesota legislature, we are
able to transform the ground
floor of Blakely Hall into a
state-of-the-art teacher training facility. Featuring
observation rooms, high-tech classrooms, and
more, the new-and-improved Blakely will enable the
Teacher Education Program to deliver on its promise
of supporting learning for all students in all places.
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RODNEY A. BRIGGS LIBRARY
Thanks to gifts like that of Sharon
Stewart Reeves ’68 (Summer/Fall
2017) and others, we can modernize
Briggs Library to increase student and faculty research
capabilities. We also can better care for and pass on the
story of this place—and of the three schools that have been
housed here—for all to enjoy.

BEAUTIFUL, HISTORIC CAMPUS
Our nearly 130-year-old campus supports
student learning, faculty, research, and
regional outreach. At its heart: the historic
district, a living monument to all we’ve been,
and a backdrop for all we will be. To read
more about our historic campus visit
morris.umn.edu/preservation.

NOKOOMIS NIIBI EQUAY
SCULPTURE
Thanks to Puncky ’73 and Mary
Soehren Heppner ’76, we can
honor the past, present, and
future of Native peoples on
these lands. Nokoomis Nibii
Equay (Grandmother Water Woman), a new
sculpture by Duane “Dewey” Goodwin, will
add to our sense of place and celebrate the
“strength, resilience, compassion, and heart of
the indigenous peoples” here.

4

13

MULTI-ETHNIC
RESOURCE
CENTER
(MINORITY
RESOURCE
CENTER,
WCSA MUSIC HALL, MORRIS
INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL FOR INDIANS
BOYS’ DORMITORY)
With the support of friends like you,
we can convert one of the nation’s last
remaining American Indian Boarding
School buildings into an American Indian
cultural center that preserves traditional
knowledge, values, languages, and
histories for future generations of
students, faculty, and citizens. We can
better understand ourselves and the
shared story of this place we’ve all
called home.

BUILDINGS WITHIN THE HISTORIC DISTRICT
USE

BUILDING NAME
(FORMER NAMES)
1. Behmler Hall
(WCSA—Dining Hall, Junior Girls’
Dormitory, Men’s Annex)

YEAR COMPLETED
1918

(rear addition: 1926;
third floor added: 1931)

2. Blakely Hall
(WCSA—Senior Hall)

1920

3. Camden Hall
(WCSA—Girls’ Dormitory)

1912

4. Education
(WCSA—Infirmary, Health
Service)

1924

5. Humanities
(WCSA—Home Economics)

1955

6. Humanities Fine Arts

1973

7. John Q. Imholte Hall
(Social Science,
WCSA—Agricultural Hall)
8. Multi-Ethnic Resource Center
(Minority Resource Center,
WCSA—Music Hall,
Morris Industrial School for
Indians—Boys’ Dormitory)

1920

(Cow Palace added: 1949)

1899

(redesigned
and significantly
remodeled: 1921)

9. Pine Hall
(WCSA—Junior Hall)

1926

10. Rodney A. Briggs Library

1968

11. Saddle Club Barn
(WCSA—Cattle Barn)

1914

12. Seed House
(Recycling Center,
WCSA—Seed House)

1929

13. Science
14. Spooner Hall
(WCSA—Boys’ Dormitory)
15. Student Center
(Edson Hall)
16. Transportation Garage
(WCSA—Machinery Shed)
17. Welcome Center
(Community Services,
WCSA—Engineering, Agricultural
Engineering)

Classrooms/Academic
Student Life
Student Support/Administrative
Residential Life
Outreach
Operations/Maintenance

1968 and 2000
1913
1992 and
1959 (Edson Hall)
1958

1911 and 1915

THE BIG
PICTURE
UMN Morris is situated on lands
first inhabited by the Anishinaabe,
Dakota, and Lakota peoples. Before
the University of Minnesota had a
presence here, the grounds housed
an American Indian boarding school.
A new sculpture by Duane “Dewey”
Goodwin shines a light on this history
and on Native America. A gift from
Puncky Heppner ’73 and Mary
Soehren Heppner ’76, Nokoomis
Niibi Equay (Grandmother Water
Woman) strengthens our shared
sense of place and contributes to
the success of all who walk these
grounds. The sculpture
was blessed and created on
campus over the summer and
formally dedicated during
Homecoming weekend.
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DILLON MCBRADY ’13, UMMAA PRESIDENT

When I graduated from UMN Morris I never thought I would continue to be as involved in the
University as I have been, and, honestly, it has made all the difference in the world. Connecting with
alumni and students is fun and exciting, and I always seem to learn something new about the place on
the prairie we all called home.
Perhaps the thing I hear most consistently from students and alumni is that, at UMN Morris,
students must “make their own fun.” There is creativity and drive that comes from having to make your
own fun, and I see it again and again. It is this invisible thread that connects us and makes us who we are
after graduating.
I encourage you all to go to alumni events and to see for yourselves the connection all UMN Morris
alumni share. Or go to events with students on campus. Over my year as president, I hope to get more
alumni involved with the University and more connected with other alumni and students. I hope to see
you in the next year as I do my best to pave the way for more feet to find their way back to the place they
called home.

UMMAA BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Erika Bailey-Johnson ’99,
first vice president
Gina Brunko-Marquez ’94
Jon Dalager ’79,
second vice president
Amy Doll-Wohlers ’90
Randy Koopman ’78
Jena Magee ’09

UPCOMING ALUMNI EVENTS
March 29

2nd Annual Prairie Gala

April 5

41st Jazz Fest

Ann Miller ’87

May 16

Larry Traversie ’00,
immediate past president

Morris on the Move–St. Paul Saints
CHS Field, Saint Paul

May 17–18

Commencement 2019
American Indian Honoring Ceremony,
Honors and Awards Ceremony,
Commencement Ceremony,
UMMAA Board Meeting

June

Alumni in the Archives

June

Chancellor’s Road Trip (Minnesota)

July 12

Cougar Alumni Golf Classic,
Pomme de Terre Golf Club, Morris

September 20–22

Homecoming 2019

September 20–22

Class of 1969 50th Reunion
Classes of 1964–68 invited to this
60s decade reunion

Dillon McBrady ’13,
president

Elizabeth Thoma Torkelson ’11
Ryan Vettleson ’98
Susan Von Mosch ’78

OFFICE OF ALUMNI
RELATIONS
Kaitlyn Slieter McBrady ’13
alumni relations coordinator
Beverly Metzger
principal office and administrative
specialist
Sheila Poshek
advancement specialist

alumni@morris.umn.edu
320-589-6066
alumni.morris.umn.edu

For the most current event information, visit
alumni.morris.umn.edu/opportunities-connect.
Events take place on campus unless otherwise noted.
Winter/Spring 2019 Profile
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LOOK
WHO’S
BACK!

Regina Myers Lupton ’05 and Rachel Myers ’03

Development Officer Erin Christensen, President’s Club member Brian Williams,
Chancellor Michelle Behr, and Assistant Professor Bradley Miller

A model for living and learning campaign
committee co-chair Erik Torgerson with
Max Ray ’38, Jenna Reiser Ray ’10, and
Peter Ray ’09

Sharon Wittkop Dorr ’95, Carol Juenemann Meyer ’93, Julie Bensen Kuecker ’93, Tina Kalthoff Saue ’93, and Samantha Reiling Nett ’96
18
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Associate Professor Margaret Kuchenreuther
with Christina Larson ’98, DVM

Steven Just ’13 with Professor Nancy
Carpenter

Latterell Visiting Alumnus Douglas
Armstrong ’11

Fiona Wu ’18

Phil ’62 and Susie Schultz, UMN
President’s Club

Alumni in the Archives, June 2018—Back: Jon Antonsen ’18; Stephen Gross, associate professor and archivist; Janet Schrunk Ericksen,
interim vice chancellor for academic affairs and dean; Valeria Christensen ’76; Bob Flynn ’70; LeAnn Dean, Briggs Library director;
Dennis Gimmestad ’73. Front: Naomi Skulan, Briggs Library metadata and technical services coordinator; Mary Klauda ’77; Susan Von
Mosch ’78; Dawn Benson ’77.
Winter/Spring 2019 Profile
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MORRIS ON THE MOVE—SHANGHAI
The UMN Morris Alumni Association held its second
international alumni gathering in July.
Left to right: David Israels-Swenson, senior director, Student
Activities, Health and Wellness; Andrew Israels-Swenson;
Janet Schrunk Ericksen, interim vice chancellor for academic
affairs and dean; Zehua (Jack) Zhang ’14; Yifei (Kitty) Li;
David Ericksen, assistant professor of English; Dr. Hwei-Gene
Heidi Wang, UMN President’s Club; Jennifer Zych
Herrmann ’00, director of admissions

FIRST YEAR ICE CREAM SOCIAL
The alumni association welcomed new and returning students to
campus with its annual August ice cream social.
Shown above, left to right: Kaitlyn Slieter McBrady ’13,
alumni relations coordinator; Dillon McBrady ’13, UMMAA
president; Sheila Poshek, advancement specialist; Beverly
Metzger, principal office and administrative specialist; Larry
Traversie ’00, UMMAA immediate past president
Below: students pose with their gifts from the UMMAA

GOPHERS PREGAME EVENT
UMN Morris Gopher fans
descended on the Twin Cities
for a tailgate party hosted by
the UMMAA in August.
Above: Sarah ’01, Tommy,
Michael ’97, and Lily Larsen
Middle right: Keith Davison
and Randy Davison ’74
Bottom: Erin Christensen,
development officer; Larry
Traversie ’00; Chancellor
Michelle Behr
20

MORRIS ON THE MOVE—SEATTLE
Alumni in the Seattle area enjoyed dinner at 13 Coins Restaurant
in October.
Above left: Kaitlyn Slieter McBrady ’13, alumni relations
coordinator, and Maddie Moyer Elsen ’13
Right: Professor of Mathematics Peh Ng and friends
University of Minnesota Morris
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DANCE ENSEMBLE 25TH ANNIVERSARY
Alumni dancers returned to campus in November to celebrate Dance Ensemble’s 25th
anniversary and to perform with friends and current students.

COMMUNITY OF
SCHOLARS
Alumni admissions volunteers returned
to campus in December and February to
help recruit the next class of UMN Morris
student leaders. Alumni and friends who
volunteered as parent panelists, greeters,
and interviewers made it possible for us to
welcome 700+ students and guests
to campus.

CLASS OF 2019 SENIOR
CELEBRATION

CLASS OF 1968
50TH REUNION

Current students appreciate opportunities
to interact with alumni, especially as
they near graduation themselves! Several
alumni returned to campus in December
to celebrate with soon-to-be alumni and to
share advice for life after college.
Above: Dan Moore ’07 (far left)
enjoys dinner and conversation with
members of the class of 2019.

Members of the class of 1968 gathered
during Homecoming 2018 to celebrate 50
years since graduation.
Above: Dianne Burbank Wilgen ’68 and
John Wilgen ’68 catch up with friends at
the reunion.
Right: Bill Morris ’68 finds a copy of
The Vanguard featuring his regular editor’s
column, “Morris on Morris...”
Winter/Spring 2019 Profile
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In Memoriam
Gary James Windom ’64
Virginia Rae Summer ’65
Katherine “Kathy” Hedberg ’67
Betty Jean Shaw ’70
Ruth Susan Martinson ’78
Gordon Straw ’81
Brian Moser ’82

Leonard Munstermann ’64 joined a summer Yale University
archeology expedition for three weeks on the remote MongoliaSiberia border, camping and collecting insects. Later, he worked
with a United States Department of Agriculture colleague
sampling biting flies, ticks, and fleas in Thermi and Mount
Athos, Greece, in his capacity as curator of entomology at the
Yale Peabody Museum.

Barbara A. Stevenson ’91
Zonie Anne Brooks ’95
Conor A. Lilja ’02
Class of ’69
2012 UMN Morris Distinguished Alumni Award winner Ron
McRoberts accepted a Century Farm Award for Grant County.
Class of ’71
Gerald Grapentine retired after nearly 40 years as a registered
pharmacist. Jerry and his wife, Patricia Kinney, continue to reside
on their hobby farm.

Class of ’74
Carol J. Swenson was named executive director of the Legacy
of the Lakes Museum and Gardens. The museum illustrates
Minnesota lake life through art exhibits, gardens, and vintage
watercrafts. Carol was preceded in the role by Bruce Olson ’75,
who recently retired as executive director. Bruce saw the museum
through 12 years of transformation.

Curt Teberg ’70 writes with news of hunting adventures shared with E. Dennis Zahrbock ’69: “The moose Dennis and I jointly shot
was by Silsby Lake Lodge in northeastern Manitoba. It was the only moose we saw all week, and we found a new definition of cold.
Six hours a day in an aluminum boat sometimes breaking ice. BRRRR! Dennis is also a partner in The Decoy Inn duck camp at the
famous Delta Marsh also in Manitoba, just north of Winnipeg. That particular day we decided to wear our modified UMM Stormy
Kromer caps in the marsh. It is such fun to do little things together. I had ‘UMM’ embroidered on one side as well as ‘Cougars’
with our initials on the other side and a cougar in the back. Just fun! Friends are great!”
22
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Alumni held a Cougar
Pride reunion in July at
the home of Ron ’72 and
Lani Larson ’71. They
gathered with 35 former
players (1969–72) and
spouses. The group told
and re-lived many stories
from their Cougar days.

Class of ’75
Robert K. Leaverton retired from Immanuel Lutheran Church
after nine years of service. He is currently semi-retired, working as
an on-call chaplain at St. Vincent Hospital.
Class of ’78
Carol Koopman and Maren Michaelson Bakken ’75 were
recognized as Trailblazers of Women’s Basketball at the Women’s
Basketball Hall of Fame induction ceremony in Knoxville,
Tennessee. Carol and Maren played for the Women’s Professional
Basketball League’s (WPBL) Minnesota Fillies. The first women’s
professional basketball league, WPBL lasted from 1978–81.

Class of ’79
Connie Warner is an eligibility worker at Wadena County
Human Services.
Class of ’81
Jerry Olson has been named the new athletic director at Miles
Community College. Jerry was previously Montana State’s assistant
men’s basketball coach, where he was part of four 20-win seasons.
Class of ’83
Julie A. Critz became superintendent for School District 206
in Alexandria.
Diane Samuelson Hennen
reports that a group of
friends, “all UMMers” and
most from the Class of ’72,
get together once or twice a
year. Back row, left to right:
Yvonne Christensen ’72 Betty
Sauter ’72, Fay Einerson
Sandven ’72, Joyce Omland
Kamstra ’72, Lorrie Bemis
Kuglin ’72, Lynn Skrei
Greenwaldt ’71. Front row,
left to right: Hennen,
Nancy Ritter ’72, Beverly
Anderson ’73, Andy Newell
Cowell ’72, Joyce Gilbertson
Traver ’72.

Winter/Spring 2019 Profile
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Alumni get together in Sacramento, left to right: Carol
Eckersen ’80, Mike Derosier ’72, Linda Dingley Derosier ’72,
Ann Henning Weiler ’73, John Weiler ’70, LaDell Grote
Cress ’64. Not pictured Carrie Janikowski Hennessey ’96.

John Sams ’86, Linda Freyman Sams ’86, Bob Quist ’85, and
Betsy Quist decked out in their brandannas from the Morris at
the Saints event.

Class of ’85
Alan Bahe is development director for the South Dakota State
University College of Nursing.

Class of ’91
Bridgette Holl accepted a Spanish teacher position at United
South Central High School.

Class of ’90
Jeffrey L. Olson was inducted into the Minnewaska Area Schools
Athletic Hall of Fame. As a student athlete, Jeff earned AllConference distinction in football, basketball, and track and field.
He was known to inspire his teammates, fans, and coaches in each
sporting event.

Shawn Kirkeide was named assistant principal at Isanti
Middle School and Minnesota Center. Shawn also serves as
an academic coach, targeted services coordinator, and
technology integration specialist.
Class of ’92
Work by Michael Weatherly was featured in a solo exhibit at
the Kaddatz Gallery in Fergus Falls. Michael is a contemporary
printmaker in Elbow Lake. His work is characterized by his use of
vibrant colors, material elements, and stark black lines.
Class of ’94
Todd Vanek was appointed president of Bang Printing and
Sentinel Printing companies by CJK Group after serving as
executive vice president of sales, in which he oversaw the sales
and customer service activities for the two companies. In his
new role, Todd will direct ongoing operations of both locations
while examining existing processes, identifying opportunities for
improvement, and implementing changes necessary to support the
growth of the organizations.

Pamela Lent ’90 and her husband, Dale, celebrated retirement
with a ride in Spearfish Canyon, South Dakota.
24
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Alana Petersen ’91 received
the prestigious Hubert
H. Humphrey Award.
Alana is pictured here with
retired Coordinator of
Project Management David
Aronson at the HumphreyMondale dinner in May in
Saint Paul.
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Cougar Connection: Alumni
Talk about Life After Morris
Larry Traversie ’00 interviews Steve Turner ’97
LT: Why did you choose UMN Morris for your
undergraduate degree?
ST: I had just taken a year off from school, decided to
visit Morris, and immediately fell in love with the
small-town feel of it, especially the professor to
student ratio and opportunities for campus
involvement. Morris helped increase my chance of
undergrad success by helping me feel plugged in to
the college community.
LT: What have you been up to since your time at
UMN Morris?
ST: I was an insurance underwriter, then a blackjack
dealer, a supervisor of blackjack dealers, a mail carrier,
a business development specialist helping Nativeowned businesses develop their business plans and
gain funding, a medical records clerk, a receptionist
for dental and optometry...It was when I started working in the medical field that I discovered pharmacy. I went
back to school for pre-pharmacy coursework, then graduated pharmacy school about six years ago. I tried each
position for at least a year and not only figured out what I liked and didn’t like, but also used that info to guide my
next professional pursuit. Musically, I joined a band in Bemidji and did that until returning to school for pharmacy.
I kept busy doing solo gigs, which have amped up considerably. I ended up moving to Nashville last March to
follow my dream of becoming a professional country singer. I also recorded an EP here in Nashville, so the dream
is very much alive and kicking!
LT: How did a degree from UMN Morris prepare you for what you are doing now?
ST: UMN Morris surrounded me with people who dreamed big and truly believed they could accomplish their hearts’
desires. A degree from UMN Morris helped keep me engaged in pursuit of my career. With each successful job
application, I believe my degree told future employers I was trainable for higher-level positions.
This interview has been edited for clarity and length.

Class of ’95
Cade and Jen Koel Bodley have lived in Seattle
for 18 years. Cade still works as a software
engineer for Amazon and Jen as a librarian at
City University of Seattle. They would love to
connect with alumni in the Pacific Northwest
and ask that you reach out if you are in the area.
Class of ’96
Kate Archer Kent is the new host of
Wisconsin Public Radio’s The Morning Show.
Class of ’97
Jenny Reichert Gutknecht has worked as a
programmer for a medical software company
for 21 years. She lives in Waconia with her
husband of 19 years, Mark, and their two kids:
Monte (12) and Jossie (10).

Teachers Stacie Frieler Euteneuer ’97, Jodi Clark ’16, and Olivia Bennett
McGathey ’15 repped their Cougar pride during Princeton School District Staff
Development Week.
Winter/Spring 2019 Profile
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Distinguished Alumni Award winner Dr. Marilyn Strand ’77 and Cougar
Hall of Fame inductees Randy Rager ’00, Dr. Jefferson Brand, and Damien
Hoffman ’02 were honored at Homecoming 2018.
Class of ’98
Shawn Pritchett is director of finance for the City of Sioux
Falls. Shawn will manage the accounting, budgeting, and
treasury services for the city and support services to other
city departments.

Class of ’02
Allison Harell was elected to the College of New Scholars, Artists,
and Scientists of the Royal Society of Canada. Allison also holds the
Université du Québec à Montréal Research Chair in the Political
Psychology of Social Solidarity.

Class of ’01
Nora Sandstad earned a Duluth News Tribune 20 under 40 Award.
Sandstad told the Tribune Morris was the best decision she’s made:
“Among the cow pastures and ceaseless prairie wind I found a
gem of a community filled with smart and quirky folks intent
on making the world a better place.”

Rebecca Heyn is returning to Alexandria to teach piano at
Carlson Music.
Class of ’03
Todd A. Sharkey has been named vice president of business services
at Affinity Plus Federal Credit Union. Sharkey’s experience and
dedication will help Affinity Plus reach their goals.

Saymoukda Vongsay ’05 was awarded the Next Step grant
from Metropolitan Regional Arts Council and the Travel and
Study grant from the Jerome Foundation to support travel
in Southeast Asia and California to inform writing for her
musical, In the Camps: A Refugee Musical, which received a $30,000
Knight Arts Challenge grant from the John S. and James L.
Knight Foundation. She was featured on Minnesota Original, an
award-winning weekly arts series celebrating Minnesota’s
creative community across all disciplines and cultures.
26
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Sarah Wilm Hunter ’02 graduated from Southwest Minnesota
State University in May with a bachelor of science in nursing.
Sarah and her husband, Chris “Muskie” Hunter ’95, stopped by
UMN Morris after commencement for a photo. Sarah works for
Todd County Public Health.

Christina Wilson ’07, artist/author/studio art professor at
Alaska Pacific University, displayed her A Year of Residencies exhibit,
named for her participation in residency programs in Juneau
and Iceland.

Class of ’07
Rosalynn Verges started Fabric, a company aimed at providing
businesses culture and leadership solutions.

Class of ’13
Seth Elsen was elected to serve as a councilman for the
Brothertown Indian Nation of Wisconsin.

Class of ’09
Ben Greiling and his wife are biking across the country. They are
fundraising for bike nonprofits in each state through which they
ride. Follow their adventures at sanfran2maine.com

Class of ’14
Work by Megan Fitzgerald was featured at the Prairie Light Film
Festival at the Morris Theatre. The documentary focuses on the
work ethic of her family farm and its poetic quality.
Kirsten Sharpe was featured in the Stevens County Times for her
research on electric and thermal energy usage in dairy farms.

Members of the Class of 2010 reunited on campus as faculty
and staff this summer. Clockwise: Kurt Schliep, former
admissions counselor; Tara Threadgill Nelson, former Native
American Student Success assistant director; Jenna Reiser Ray:
editor/writer; Kellcee Baker, coordinator, conferences and
events. Not pictured: Josh Johnson, assistant professor
of English

Alexandra Myhal ’14, DVM (Sault Ste Marie Tribe of Chippewa
Indians) graduated with a doctor of veterinary medicine from
The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine.
She has accepted a position at a 17-doctor dairy practice in the
Central Valley of California. Alexandra is excited to start her
career and to contribute to the production of high-quality
dairy products.

Winter/Spring 2019 Profile
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A UMN Morris team visited Cody Emrick ’16 (right) at the American Indian College Fund in July. Team members included
Interim Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Dean Janet Ericksen, former Native American Student Success Assistant
Director Tara Nelson ’10, and Professor Joe Alia.

Fondly Remembered...
Janet Turbyne Ahern, retired music faculty, passed away
May 23, 2018.
Ernest “Ernie” Kemble passed away peacefully October 29,
2018. A professor of psychology, Ernie earned the Horace
T. Morse-Minnesota Alumni Association Award for
Outstanding Contributions to Undergraduate Education.
Ernie and his wife, Cathy, also created the Ernest Kemble
Scholarship at UMN Morris.
Patricia “Patty” LaFave passed away October 20, 2018. Along
with her late husband, Edward J. LaFave Jr., Patty was active in
the West Central Education Development Association that was
instrumental in the establishment of UMN Morris.
Dolores Lammers passed away October 18, 2018. Dolores
was a friend of the University and wife of the late Professor of
Theatre Arts Raymond J. Lammers.

Meagan Rollins ’17 writes: “This summer, before I entered
graduate school at UMN Twin Cities, I reached out to Morris
alum Bruce Forsyth ’92, a research fellow in the Cancer
Solutions Team at Boston Scientific. He hired me this summer
as an intern on his team because of my research background
in cancer immunotherapies (what I studied at Morris). For
most of the summer my job was working on a collaboration that
Boston Scientific has with UMN. The point man I worked with
on the UMN side happened to be another Morris alumnus,
Brandon Burbach ’95. Isn’t it a small world?! I didn’t realize
when I graduated how vast the Morris alumni network is and
how powerful it can truly be.” Left to right: Burbach ’95,
Forsyth ’92, Rollins ’17
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Martha Williams passed away April 24, 2018. Martha
managed the campus post office until 1992. The wife of late
Professor Ralph Williams, she played violin in the original
orchestra, and their son, Brian, played trumpet in the early
days of Jazz Fest.
Send us your Class Notes.
Please include high resolution photos!
Office of Alumni Relations, Welcome Center
600 E 4th St, Morris, MN 56267
alumni@morris.umn.edu or
alumni.morris.umn.edu/submit-class-note
Next Class Notes Deadline: May 20, 2019
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS
BY MORRIS AUTHORS AND EDITORS

Pieranna Garavaso,
professor of philosophy
The Bloomsbury Companion to Analytic
Feminism (Bloomsbury Academic)

Jon Davidann ’84, PhD
The Limits of Westernization: American and
East Asian Intellectuals Create Modernity,
1860–1960 (Routledge)

Angela Hume,
assistant professor of English
with Gillian Osborne
Ecopoetics: Essays in the Field
(University of Iowa Press)

Michael J. Larson ’67
The First Advent, Stories and Activities
(WestBow Press)

Michael Lackey,
Distinguished McKnight University
Professor of English
Biofictional Histories, Mutations, and Forms
(Routledge)

Nina Downer O’Leary ’15
Native Enough (Michigan State
University Press)

Saymoukda Vongsay ’05
When Everything Was Everything
(Full Circle Publishing)

Linda Dahlen ’72
The Viking Priest (Itasca Books)

HAVE YOU PUBLISHED A BOOK RECENTLY?
LET US KNOW: alumni@morris.umn.edu

IN MEMORY OF PATRICIA
“PATTY” PAUL LAFAVE

Patty LaFave in 2000, at Chancellor Sam
Schuman’s inauguration

Patricia “Patty” Paul LaFave died peacefully on October 20, 2018, at the
age of 93. Patty is remembered for her faithful service and commitment to the
Morris campus and community.
Patty and her husband, Edward Joseph LaFave Jr., were leaders in the
grassroots effort to establish the University of Minnesota Morris. They welcomed
fellow members of the West Central Educational Development Association
(WCEDA) into their home and tirelessly gave their time, talents, and energy to
the establishment of the University’s Morris campus. In 1999, after decades of
campus involvement and community service, the LaFaves donated their home to
the University. The LaFave House since has become a reminder of this formative
chapter in campus history and a symbol of the partnerships that made it possible.
Patty and Edward also created the Edward and Patricia LaFave Scholarship at
UMN Morris for non-traditional students seeking college degrees, particularly
women pursuing college.
Patty is survived by her children Carol Gabler (Bill), Joe LaFave (Twink),
Julie LaFave, Cathy McConnell (Stuart), and Paul LaFave (Tina); her brotherin-law Dr. James LaFave (Gail); her sister-in-law Connie Paul;
14 grandchildren; 17 great-grandchildren; and many nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her husband; her father, Ray S. Paul; her mother,
Carol Cobb Paul; her brother, Jack Paul; her sister, Julie Paul Williams; and
four infant sons.
Winter/Spring 2019 Profile
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MATT JOHNSON ’03, INTERIM DIRECTOR OF
INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS
While it has been a whirlwind past couple of months, we would not have it any other way here at
UMN Morris.
I had the great honor of being named interim director of athletics in August. From my earliest
days here as a first-year student-athlete in 1999, to my young career as a coach on the football staff
in 2004, I have loved and appreciated what it means to be a Cougar. In recent months I have had the
opportunity to connect and share stories with many alumni and supporters of Cougar athletics, and
the thing that is resoundingly clear to me is that I am not alone in my passion for UMN Morris and
everything it stands for!
The motto I use with our coaching staff and with our Cougar student-athletes is “Better Together.”
It is such a simple phrase, yet one that holds so much hope and vision for moving forward.
There are so many examples of outstanding work by our staff and student-athletes from the past months; including winning
the Homecoming football game, being awarded the “Rookie of the Year” in both men’s and women’s golf, racing at record paces in
men’s and women’s cross country, making the conference tournament in men’s and women’s soccer, and advancing to the NCAA
tournament in volleyball for the first time in school history. Each of those accomplishments speaks to not only the caliber of people
here at UMN Morris, but also the foundation of success laid by previous generations.
We are working tirelessly to reach the pinnacle of success for our student-athletes on and off the court, and your support and
enthusiasm for Cougar athletics will continue to be needed and appreciated. The future could not be brighter for UMN Morris,
and I could not be happier to be working hand in hand with you to reach our potentials. We are Better Together!

BETTER TOGETHER IN ACTION

SAVE THE DATE

COUGAR
ALUMNI GOLF
CLASSIC
July 12, 2019
Pomme de Terre
Golf Club
Morris

MORRIS COMMUNITY LEADER ENHANCES ATHLETICS SPACE ON CAMPUS
This winter campus officials unveiled
the Dacotah Deck. Made possible
by Dacotah Bank, the Dacotah Deck
demonstrates the bank’s commitment to the
Morris community and provides more lifechanging experiences for student-athletes.
“With their generous gift, Dacotah
Bank has made our model for living
and learning stronger,” says Chancellor
Michelle Behr. “They have enhanced the
student-athlete experience at UMN Morris
as well as that of our community members
and guests.”
Community and campus members,
including faculty, staff, and students
gathered for a ribbon-cutting event
at Dacotah Deck in late January. This
celebration coincided with a basketball
double-header (wins for both the women
and men!) and a 1970s basketball
reunion, and ushers in a new era for
Cougar Athletics.
Constructed in 1970, the UMN Morris athletics facilities are approaching their 50th
year. University staff and friends are working to create a more contemporary look within
the space that better reflects the quality of the UMN Morris student experience and Cougar
athletics. Dacotah Deck is the first of these beautiful, smart upgrades.

BETTER TOGETHER: JOIN THE COUGAR ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
CONTACT MATT JOHNSON AT 320-589-6432, OR VISIT MORRISCOUGARS.COM TODAY!
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FALL AND WINTER SEASON HIGHLIGHTS
VOLLEYBALL: Advancing to the NCAA tournament for the first time in school history. Read more on page 7.

Members of the UMN Morris volleyball team celebrate
after defeating the University of Northwestern in the
UMAC championship match this season.

Whitney Schwartz ’22, Marshall, hammers a spike against
Augsburg College.

CROSS COUNTRY: Racing at record paces.
• Katherine Novak ’19,
		 Champlin, won the
		UMAC individual
		conference
		championship
• Women’s team
		finished 2nd
• Ryan Anderson ’20,
		Bellevue, Idaho,
		 finished 2nd in
		UMAC individual
		conference race
Katherine Novak ’19, Champlin, and Arre Langer ’19, Pierz, battle
for position to begin a race.

• Men’s team
		finished 3rd

Winter/Spring 2019 Profile

Ray Abraham ’20, Cambridge,
races in the season opener
at Concordia College in
Moorhead.
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cougar news
SOCCER: Both men’s and women’s teams making the conference tournament

Above: Jake Alessio ’21, Saint Cloud, fights for position during
a Cougars’ home contest this season.
Right: Abbey Fluke ’22, Blaine, pushes the ball upfield during
a home contest this season.
GOLF: Earning men’s and women’s “Rookie of the Year”

FOOTBALL:
winning the
Homecoming
game

Left: UMAC Rookie of the
year Orion Collins ’22,
Isanti, drains a putt.

Left: Quarterback
Justin Masloski ’20,
Underwood, looks
for an open receiver
during the second half
of the Cougars’ 21–13
season finale win over
Greenville College at
Big Cat Stadium.

Below, left: UMAC
Rookie of the year Payton
Sierra ’22, Porcupine,
South Dakota, watches
her drive take flight.
Below: Brittany Lormis ’21,
Rochert, attacks the green.

MAY 11, 2019
• Sprint and Olympic Courses

• Compete individually or with a team
REGISTER AND LEARN MORE AT
regionalfitnesscenter.com/tinman
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University of Minnesota Morris

A model for living and learning
Campaign progress report
LIFE-CHANGING STUDENT EXPERIENCES:
330 additional students have benefited
TALENTED FACULTY LEADERS:
Two endowed professorships
& new faculty enhancement fund
HISTORIC FACILITIES:
Edward J. and Helen Jane Morrison Performing Arts
Center, Nokoomis Niibi Equay sculpture, and Dacotah
Deck created
FUTURE OF THE REGION:
EcoCenter facility and programming funding underway
YEARS LEFT IN CAMPAIGN: Two

Won’t you join us?
give.morris.umn.edu/model-living-and-learning

Welcome Center
600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267-2132

Follow us!

SAVE THE DATE!
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